
 

In a stunning  move, subse-

quent to strong support by 

both houses of the legisla-

ture for HB-1,  Governor 

Bobby Jindal vetoed the 

salary supplements for na-

tionally certified personnel. 

Jindal justified this move, 

stating that there were 

other funding sources 

available. 

 

Subsequently, East Baton 

Rouge and Ascension par-

ishes announced that they 

would cover nationally 

certified teacher supple-

ments. No mention was 

made of other nationally 

certified personnel in their 

announcements. 

Ascension, EBR to fund teacher stipends  

òValue- addedó advisory committee created 

Dr. Debra Duhe, supervisor 

of school psychologists at 

the state department of edu-

cation  has established a task 

force to make recommenda-

tions to the state regarding 

the measurement of school 

psychologist effectiveness.  

 

Participants included Dr. 

Cindy DôAtrio, current 

LSPA president; Dr. George 

Hebert, former president; 

Dr. Kevin Jones, President-

elect; Connie Cassels, NE 

representative from 

Ouachita parish; Dr. Duhe, 

supervisor of school psy-

chologists, DOE;  Jim 

Cowie, Coordinator of Pupil 

Appraisal, Jefferson Parish; 

and Dr. Yael Banai, from 

Ascension Parish pupil ap-

praisal. 

 

Under consideration by the 

task for is a model of as-

sessment that has been used 

Jindal vetoes stipends for teachers  and 

support staff 

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 

2 SUMMER 2010 

Notables: 
 

LSPA 30th Annual Conference:      

November 3-5, 2010 Lafayette 

Hilton 

NCSP , teacher stipends in doubt 

LSPA is NASP approved CEU pro-

vider 

Regions rezoned to align with 

state department of education 

Legislative Action  Fund estab-

lished 

President Elect Kevin Jones 

Task force members (l-r): Kevin Jones, 

George Hebert, Jim Cowie, Debra Duhe, 

Connie Cassels, Cindy DõAtrio. (not pic-

tures: Yael Banai) 

elsewhere and may serve as 

a model for Louisiana as-

sessment.    

The Louisiana School Board Executives and Superinten-

dents organizations vehemently disputed Jindalôs asser-

tion, stating that  most LEA surplus funds are allocated  

to school operations and maintenance, extending exist-

ing contracts or are dedicated by public vote for   local 

taxes for specific purposes.  Above: Yael Banai. Sen. 

Ben Nevers and Brenda Noland, LSPA lobbyist. 



Jim Cowie, coordinator of Pupil Appraisal in Jefferson Parish, was ap-

proved by the LSPA Executive Council to coordinate the website. Jim 

has devoted considerable time to updating and revamping the site to 

the extent that the following features are available:  

 

Each LSPA member has his/her own webmail account  

Email addresses and passwords were sent to the membership  

Webmail tutorial included on the website  

List -serve has been created of/for all LSPA members   

 

Please contact Jim with any problems you may encounter accessing 

this valuable resource at webmaster@lspaonline.org .  

School Psychology Needs Assessment  

Northeast Regional Rep. Connie 

Cassels conducts needs assess-

ment for LSPA membership 

Jim Cowie is LSPA webmaster  

Connie Cassels, Northeast representative, conducted a needs assessment for LSPA, the results of 

which she will present at the conference in the fall of 2010. However, a brief synopsis of the find-

ings is presented here. 

60 LSPA member responded to the survey 
80% of respondents were certified school psychologists 
Median years of practice: 17.5 
The top areas of concern for school psychologists were: RTI, IDEA (Revised), Funding Short-

ages, NCLB, 

         Critical Shortage of School Psychologists   

Highest to lowest level of personal competence: administering psychological/educational tests 

or other assessment procedures; interpreting assessment results; obtaining, integrating and in-

terpreting information about behavior or conditions relating to learning; assisting in develop-

ing positive behavioral intervention strategies; consulting with other staff members in planning 

programs to meet needs of students ; and planning and managing a program of psychological 

services 
Highest to lowest level of personal knowledge: psychology; education and training; student/

parent personal service; therapy and counseling; mathematics, including data collection, statis-

tics, etc; clerical procedures; law and government; sociology and anthropology; English and 

foreign language proficiency 
Highest to lowest levels of personal skills: active listening/learning; social perceptiveness/

negotiation; critical thinking; time management; reading comprehension; learning strategies; 

writing skills; speaking 
Highest to lowest levels of abilities: oral expression; problems sensitivity; deductive reason-

ing; inductive reasoning; oral comprehension; written comprehension; written expression; in-

formation ordering; speech clarity; speech recognition 
Highest to lowest levels of work activities: information gathering; establishing and maintain-

ing interpersonal relationships; interpreting meaning of information for others; making deci-

sions and solving problems; communicating with supervisors, peers or subordinates; analyzing 

data or information; updating and using relevant knowledge; evaluating information to deter-

mine compliance with standards; identifying objects, actions and events 
Highest to lowest levels of personal competence in work context: face to face discussions; 

working with a group or a team; contact with others; importance of being exact, accurate and 

punctual; determining priorities/needs; freedom to make decisions; effective use of telephone; 

effective use of email 
Highest to lowest levels of work styles and  values: concern for others; cooperation; integrity; 

dependability; friendly/non-competitive relationships; self control; independence; analytical  



Pa

ge 

 

On Thursday, March 25th, 2010, the Northeast Region of LSPA hosted an 

awards breakfast to honor our local legislators for supporting our efforts 

during last yearsô fight to retain the NCSP stipends and to request their 

continuing support for new legislative measures to ensure the continuation 

of these well-earned stipends.  Senator Bob 

Kostelka and Rep. Dr. Frank Hoffmann were 

able to attend.  However, Senator Mike 

Walsworth was unavoidably called away while 

enroute to the breakfast to attend an important 

press conference at the request of Gov. Jindal.  

Attendees from across the state included 30-35 

school psychologists, some nationally-certified 

speech pathologists, counselors, ed. diagnosti-

cians, and social workers as well.  Dignitaries 

from Ouachita Parish School Board included:  

Brenda Adams, Sp. Ed. Director, Dr. Don 

Coker, Personnel Director, and Sharon Roth, 

PAS Coordinator.  Regretfully, Dr. Bob 

Webber, Superintendent, was unable to attend 

due to recent surgery.  Attendees enjoyed an 

abundant breakfast buffet of scrambled eggs, bacon, ham, sausage, grits, 

biscuits, fruit, Danishes/muffins, coffee/juice.  The room was decorated 

using a patriotic theme along with the Louisiana flag that graced the front 

of the program.  Patriotic music was provided for the enjoyment of all by 

Sam Tingle, who graciously provided CDôs to 

honorees as gifts.  Along with a lovely bronze 

plaque, each legislator was given a hand-painted 

New Orleans Saints gift bag that included a 

Super bowl t-shirt & commemorative sports 

magazine. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST HOSTED TO 

HONOR LOCAL LEGISLATORS 

A Mixture of Fun and Facts!  

As school psychologists, we 

are always looking for 

opportunities to educate 

others about our profession.  

The morningôs program 

included a welcome from 

parish dignitaries, the 

Pledge of Allegiance, and a 

prayer.  Additionally, the 

history of school psychology 

was briefly given by Robert 

Hinton & Sam Tingle as 

they discussed our roots as 

we emerged   ñFrom WISC 

Jockeys.ò  A more current 

perspective, ñTo Mental 

Health ProvidersðOur 

Evolving Roles,ò was given 

by Connie Cassels. 

 

 

The Northeast Region - 
A Very Happening Place!  

Brenda Noland, Rep. Frank Hoffmann, Sen. Bob 

Kostelka, Connie Cassels, & Dr. Kevin Jones 

Northeast Reg. Rep. Connie Cassels 

jokes with Sen. Kostelka about his 

New Orleans Saints Gift Bagñ 

Guard your t-shirt, Senator,  

donõt let your wife take it! 

Finally, Dr. Kevin Jones, 

LSPA President-Elect,  

provided a look into the 

future of school psychology 

that addressed ñCritical 

Shortages vs. Critical 

Need.ò  While a rather 

heavy topic, Dr. Jones 

managed to entertain every-

one with his humor as well 

as his wealth of knowledge.  

In closing, Brenda Noland, 

our legislative consultant, 

gave important information 

about SB 489 by Sen. Ben 

NeversðSen. Kostelka & 

Rep. Hoffmann pledged to 

support and even offered to 

co-author the legislation to 

mandate the DOE to pay the 

stipends to the LEAôs. 


