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OPINION

Teacher has questions for Pastorek

Based on state Superintendent Paul Pas-
torek’s letter to the editor on March 12, Ihave
two questions:

1. The superintendent stated that the pro-
posed budget for the state included cuts be-
cause of “the reality of our financial circum-
stances” which is his reason for forcing the
school districts to pay the National Board
stipend, but later stated that “we must acknow!-
edge that districts are struggling with declining
revenue, budget reductions and growing retire-
ment costs.” How is Mr. Pastorek acknewledg-
ing this if he is forcing the districts to cover the
National Board stipend?

2. Also, Mr. Pastorek stated, that we must
“consider this issue from a broader perspec-
tive.” I would think that, if we were looking at
the bigger picture it might be important to note
that (based on information provided by the
Louisiana Department of Education’s Web site)
the cost per pupil in the Recevery School Dis-
trict (created by the state to run “academically
unacceptable” schools) is more than twice that

of the average public school. Specifically, it
costs an average of $23,486 per pupil for the
RSD and costs East Baton Rouge Parish only
$11,453.

Has Mr. Pastorek looked at these differences
in these costs? Has he noted any huge impro re-
ments in School Performance Scores of scho als
in the RSD? Based on data provided by the L OF
Web site and having taught in a school that v-as
taken over by the state, I do not see any im-
provements at all, let alone enough to consti ute
such a huge gap in per pupil costs.

Lastly, 1 would like to mention that our ap-
pointed superintendent, based on the short ti-
ography provided on the DOE Web site, like ¥
does not understand or appreciate the hard
work that goes into becoming a National Board
Certified teacher because he has never beer:a
teacher — he’s an attorney.
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